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pointment too, would be enough to terrify the Devil
himself, if he has any sense of that outrageous ani-
mal, called an old witch, upon his mind.

But I leave that part to a particular dissertation
upon the species, when I shall learnedly and politely
examine, and, if practicable, determine for the good
of mankind, the two following weighty and impor-
tant difficulties.

First, Whether upon an immergent and sudden
occasion, the music also being the same, old mother

Anthony of------, in the county of------, could not

be as effectual with her voice to hive a swarm of
bees, as any brass kettle or warming-pan in all the
village; and so both frugally save her neighbours
from the risk of bruising their household-stuff, and
the said mother Anthony, instead of being liable to
the ducking-stool for a common disturber, become a
useful servant to her king and country, and enjoy a
pension for her good offices.

Secondly, Whether the same mother Anthony,
according to the hypothesis of Joseph's cup of divin-
ation, might not be also made useful in her gene-
ration upon like extraordinary occasions, to lay the
Devil, and that too by the same rules that others
raise him ; since the bees in their greatest hurries
and tumults are quieted, as above, by the same
noise which at another time would fret and dis-
order them; the philosophy of which is not yet
understood, nor can the reason of it be discovered
in all the philosophical transactions or transactors
who have so long studied it. From whence they
say, the tinkers beating their pans when they pub-
lish their occupations, or as we call it vulgarly in
England, cry their trades, are extremely uneasy to
all the old women above their ninth climacteric,
and unsufFerable to those who are engaged in the
article of circle-making, andpaw-wawing; insomuch
that if a tinker should have stopped in a village and